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MEATHE OFFERED UNIQUE PlWBIdEMS IN 1956 WJW~OWL MIGRATIONS 

Heavier-than-usual couosntrations of duoks and geese along the prinoipal 

rivers in the Upper Mississippi Valley, bllssaxd conditions Gmich not oaly stopped 

the northwmi flight but in sosts instances famed the ducks to head southward, and 

the general lateness in the sprtng break-up ars noteworthy oharaateristics of the 

19% northern waterfowl migration, field wm for the Fish and Wildlife Service 

report. 

All of which means that waterfowl hatihing will be delayed from two to four 

weeks and that the completion of the first of the annual breeding ground surveys 

will be somewhat later than in 1955 and may approximats the schedule of 1954, 

The unusual concentrations on the ma& streams were due to two things-the dry 
mather in Illinois, Missouri, Ioug, Nebraska, South Dakota and parts of Minnesota, 
whioh forced the birds to the rivers, and ths oontinued ice conditiona northward 
uhioh held them there. In oontrast to the dryness of the southern portion of the 
prairie States, North Dakota, northwestern Minmsota and the Canadian provinces 
report plenty of mter. . 

The migration on the Mississippi Flyway got under way early in March and by 
March 9 the psak of the migration had passed the southern boundary of #issouri. By 
mid-Marah large flocks wsre gathsring along the Platte River in southern Nebraska, 
on the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge in northwestern Missouri and even up to 
Ft. Madison in southern Iowa. 

Ead weather bottled up the birds along the Missouri River on the South Dakota- 
Jbbraska line and on the Mississippi in northwestern Illinois but by the ehd of the 
month the birds were on the wing again, some of them getting as far north as Sand 
Lake National Wildlife Refugs in northern South Dakota. 

Thm the bl%aawda hit, d~2ving t;he blnls tw)c agein to the Missoyri River aa 
--far south as Sioux city, Iau@. 



-. Early in April, the waterfowl &u-ted north again and for d sscond time the 
blue and snow geese poured into sand I&e Refuge and the peak of the migration for 
most species ofduckshadraoved fromNetm.skaaud Iowa, only to betemposarily 
halted in South Dakota and southern Minnesota and southsrn Wisconsin. 

W;tth the moderate weather of mid4prU ths f2ooded M Fdver Valley artd ias- 
fr00 Saginsw$sy as well a8 Inmerous other open waters inNmtb Dakota, Minnesota 
snd W%swnsin b&coned and ths biMs were definitely on the move again. 

All during the latter part of April the nmthbou@ birds moved into big co* 
centrations in ~z%hernM.nnesota and North Dakota snd in the southern end of the 
Canadian provlnees. Thenwbterhit againand on April 26, zero tmpsratureswere 
reported iu Saskatchewan and other prairie pmvinoes. 

What appsars to bs the fimt productive nest%ng in Saskatchswan began about 
May 1 but it was May 8 before the ice permitted the waterfowl to stove into the 
DeltamarshinsouthernManftoba. 

Pam operations havs been Fald back somswhst but thsre is little hope held out 
for any exceptional brood production in the stubblefields, where in soms years the 
mallards ad the p4iutalls nest, batch and move out befors the spring plowing 
starts. Waterfowl will usually nest a second time if the first nest is broken up 
but the ohanoes of successful late nesting duzing a ssason which is already some 
weks behbd schedtie are not too '3rQjht. 

Bsoause of the latsnsss of the nesttug the condftions on the bresdiag grounds 
Lia the nsxt few months am highly important to suacessful. production, As things 
are now, indicatioaa an, that there will be a good duckhatchinthe easternpark- 
lauds of Saskatche- ~Mle ths picture in the grasslands $8 quite spotty. In the 
Rbdvers area in southeast Saskatchewan the breeding populations seem to be larger 
than in 1955 but somewhat smaller than in 1952 and 1953; there will. be some losses 
by predation due to the late season. Frcun Manitoba COIDM the report that nesting 
i8 under way ax&d that unless 8ome further unusual wsather Qonditions develop there 
should be a goad hatcrh, two or thres weeks later than noti. 

The mterfowl breedfng ground surveys in&u& a breeding ground ooti to 
detemins the relutive number of matingbirds, and a later inspection to ascertain 
production 8~0~888. At the tlms of the latter swey approximately 30,WO yc+ung 
waterfowlarebanded. The Msh and Vlldlife Setice, the Canadian Wildlife Ssrv- 
ioe, fish and game departments of about 30 states, the Cansdian'provlnoes and 
psrsonrrlbl from private eonservat%on agencies oooperate in the84 8uxveys. Nbtily 
the bresdingpopul&on survey startsMay1, but it wasdelayed this year, ti 
areainspected iucludss ths ~~~~rfowl~ed~~~sirnBlaska, Canadaand 
the anitcrd Statea, with spew&l eriph&s on the prair%es of umtb0ru '@xLtsd Stats8 
atyi mutherncanada uhsrstwo-thirds of the duoks of NorthAmer%saars bred. The 
t;prrvey to estimate hatching success usuaUy begins in late June, 
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